
Charles, George & Henry Parmenter 

– two generations of Mat Makers

Charles Parmenter was born in Long
Melford in 1854. His father, George, was an
agricultural labourer and his mother,
Martha, was a horse hair weaver. At the age
of just 6 years old Charles was working as a
horse hair server, no doubt passing his
mother individual horse hairs for her to
weave. By the time he was 16 he had found
employment as a fibre mat weaver.
He married horse hair weaver, Ellen nee
Sillitoe, in Long Melford in 1874.
By 1891 the family had moved to Haverhill and
were living at 34 Eden Road. Charles was
employed as a foreman mat maker at
Chauntry Mills and Ellen was working as a
cloth clipper of wool. Ten years later
Charles and Ellen were living in a six roomed
house, 7 Duddery Road, with ten children
aged between 1 and 25 years old.

Charles’ eldest son, George Parmenter,
married hair cloth weaver Flora Farrant
in 1903. He was also a mat weaver. They
made 3 Duddery Road their home.

Charles’ second son, Henry Parmenter, was
born in 1887 and was also a mat weaver.

The 1911 census tells us that Charles and Ellen
had 13 children, however 2 had died.

Chauntry Mills had
its own Ambulance
Corps.
Charles was the
Mat department’s
First Aider.

Hair Cloth Weaving was as important as
Mat Making as a source of employment
to the family. George and Henry both
married Hair Cloth Weavers. Their sister
Rose was also employed in the Hair
Weaving department at Chauntry Mills.

Chauntry Mills provided employment for
most of the children too:
By the age of 15 Hannah was a Tailoress
(Trousers Maker).
Rose was a Hair Cloth Weaver who married
Thomas Webb, a Mat Maker.
George was a Mat Weaver.
By the age of 16, Emma was a Hair Cloth
Weaver.
Henry was a Mat Weaver.
Albert was a Tailor (Maker).
Eva was a Sewing Machinist.
Ethel found work as a domestic servant in
London.
Stanley was a Printing Machine Worker.
By the age of 14, Flora was a Machine Cloth
Worker.
It is not known about Gladys.

In October 1886 the employees of the
Hair Weaving department were invited
to celebrate the opening of an addition
to the hair factory rendered necessary
by the increase of business. The new
factory consisted of a long room 200 ft
long and 24 ft wide.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

By 1900 the mat department

had doubled in size now

employing about two hundred

and fifty men in the mat

department.

Henry married hair weaver Ethel Alice
Notley in 1908 and they set up home at 31
Mill Road. They had four children, Freda,
born 1908 and Charles Henry, born 1910.
Phyllis born 1911 and Reginald born 1915.
Henry found time to play the drums with the
Haverhill Brass Band.

Henry had been worked at Chauntry Mills
for 16 years when with the outbreak of war
he enlisted, joining the 5th Battalion, Suffolk
Regiment.

Henry’s family had moved to 7 Downs Place when
they received the sad news of his death whilst
serving in France on 28th April 1917. Just months
later, Henry’s sister Rose heard that her husband
Tom Webb was killed in action on 26th September 1917
during the Battle of Passchendaele. Like Henry, Tom
was also a member of the Haverhill Brass Band
playing the Euphonium.

Cpl Henry Parmenter is remembered on the
Arras Memorial (left); Pte Tom Webb is
remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial (right).


